SPECIAL EDITION
Celebrating the Bermuda Equestrian Federation‘s
2019/2020 ANNUAL AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS.
MESSAGE FROM BEF PRESIDENT, IAN TRURAN
It is without doubt that every single one of us has
been significantly impacted by COVID-19 with
some, unfortunately, impacted more than others.
Let me start by offering sincere condolences and
thoughts to those families and friends that have
lost loved ones.
Additionally, let us recognize the brave efforts of
our small community in combatting this
pandemic. Thank you to our leaders and to our
front-line who have helped us manage through
this thus far.
“We must all keep up the fight, for we are all in
this together.”
As you started this most recent season, I am sure that many of you had aspirations and, in many
cases, the ability to achieve these was unfortunately cut short. Remember that this is temporary
and I would encourage you to revisit these aspirations – double down your efforts and work even
harder to achieve them.
This year we will celebrate differently. We will not be able to hold the glamorous in-person yearend awards ceremony. We will however recognize all of you for what you were able to achieve
in this shortened season. T hank you as competitors and thank you to your support network that
makes it possible – your ponies / horses, your families and your coaches.
To all of the volunteers, I recognize you and applaud you for the countless hours of support that
you offer. Last but not least, thank you to the Board for their continued drive to improve our
sport.

Think not of disappointment - but think of the achievements.
This year was special and, for many reasons, one not to forget.
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The Bermuda Olympic Association
Telephone: (441) 295-7146
Email: olympics@ibl.bm
Website: www.olympics.bm

P.O. Box HM 1665
Hamilton HM GX
Bermuda

June 1, 2020
Dear athletes,
On behalf of the Bermuda Olympic Association, I offer my congratulations to the Bermuda
Equestrian Federation and all of you for your individual achievements during the most recent
competitive season.
Whilst it is unfortunate that your achievements and contributions to Bermuda’s strong performance
on the world equestrian stage cannot be recognised in person at an awards ceremony this year, there
is much for both our junior and adult athletes, and volunteers to be proud of.
Bermuda’s top-spot finish at the Caribbean Equestrian Association (CEA) Regional Jumping
Challenge in November (our fourth consecutive win)—with zero total penalty faults and a total time
of 168.86—highlighted the strength of the team and our individual athletes. Our children’s team also
secured first place, and our adult team second place in the CEA Regional Dressage Challenge this
year.
Our sixth-place overall world ranking and first-place regional finish at the 2019 Fédération Équestre
Internationale (FEI) Jumping World Challenge was also an impressive feat for our small island nation
and our athletes. Our individual athletes’ rankings were also impressive, as was the Bermuda team’s
first place regional finish at the 2019 FEI Dressage World Challenge.
Although we are all saddened by the postponement of key events due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it
is important to acknowledge the amazing achievements of the athletes who qualified for high profile
international competition. Robin Stempel qualified for the 2020 North America Youth
Championship, which had to be cancelled, and Annabelle Collins for the Tokyo 2020 Olympics,
which have been postponed until 2021.
We look forward to cheering on Robin, Annabelle and our other athletes on at future international
competitions.
Congratulations, all, on a year of excellent results for the Bermuda Equestrian Federation. You are a
valued part of Team Bermuda, and you’ve done us all proud.
Sincerely,
Judy Simons
Judy Simons, JP
President
Bermuda Olympic Association
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Our Junior members will become tomorrow’s Directors, Show Organizers, Official
and Committee Members. The BEF is grateful to all of its volunteers – just one hour
can make such a difference. However, for BEF recognition during our shortened
2019/2020 season, juniors were required to complete a minimum of 8 hours
(reduced from 12 hours due to Covid-19).
Thank you for your service and support.
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